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Join SCAS at the SC Statehouse for Disability Advocacy Day on  
March 7, 2007. Our top priorities for citizens with severe lifelong 
disabilities and their families are: 

• People need services NOW 
• Family Support Funds are good for the family AND good 

for the economy 
Persons with disabilities, family members, service providers, and 
friends, register in the Blatt Building Lobby (1st floor) See Pages 8-9 for details. 

Your attendance is needed at the 18th Annual 
Disability Advocacy Day—March 7, 2007 

SCAS Moves To New Headquarters! 

After a long search, the SC Autism Society purchased a new building in January 2007 and moved 
in February. After renovations are completed, please join us for SCAS’ 

Office Warming and Dedication 
Thursday, April 19, 2007 

5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 
Our new address is  

806 12th Street in West Columbia, SC 29169-6142 
Please note that our phone numbers will not change  

(803)750-6988 or (800)438-4790 and fax (803)750-8121 
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2007 promises to be an exciting 
year for SCAS. This year, 

we will be celebrating our 35th anniver-
sary. Thirty-five years ago, SCAS began 
as an idea of several parents. Much of 
the activities in these early days were 
done at Nancy Banov’s house. 
These early parents pushed the state to 
provide services. They were instrumen-
tal in starting the first services through 
the Department of Mental Health and 
during later restructuring help to create 
the Autism Division. 
SCAS has grown quite a bit since those 
early days. Just in the ten years that I 
have been here, we have seen tremen-
dous growth. We have added new pro-
grams like our Parent School Partner-
ships, which has more than doubled in 
size since the program began seven 
years ago. The other large program we 
established is Service Coordination. 
Three years ago, SCAS became a quali-
fied provider to offer service coordina-
tion . 
Through all of the growth, SCAS has 
remained true to our roots and our mis-
sion. Our cornerstone programs con-
tinue to be our information, family sup-
port and our ongoing advocacy efforts. 
All of these activities take space: as a 
result, we outgrew our office space. The 
SCAS Board of Directors decided that 
instead of continuing to rent space, it 
was time for SCAS to purchase our own 
office building. 
Our projected project is going to cost 
approximately $500,000. On January 
26, we closed on an office building in 
West Columbia with the intention move 

into the existing facility, approximately 
3000 square feet, and then add on addi-
tional space to make the facility meet 
our current and projected needs. This 
additional space will include a large 
meeting room that can also be used for 
trainings. 
This is a bold move, but one that should 
ultimately free resources that can be 
used for programs instead of overhead. 
However, this is an undertaking with 
which we will need all of your help. In 
April we will launch a capital campaign 
to pay for this new facility. 
The capital campaign is a special ap-
peal for funds specifically to assist in 
the purchase of the new office. This ap-
peal will be asking SCAS families and 
friends to give an extra one-time gift or 
pledge above and beyond normal contri-
butions. The faster we are able to pay 
the building off, the faster our programs 
will benefit with extra funds available. 
I am sure that that SCAS will be able to 
count on your support for this new pro-
ject, like we have been able to in the past! 
Thanks 

Craig C. Stoxen 
President and CEO 

From the Desk of the President… 
For more information about autism and the many activities of our organization, visit our website at 
www.scautism.org or call us in Columbia at 800-438-4790 or 803-750-6988 .  
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Editor’s note: Dr. Abramson is a Fellow of the American College of 
Medical Genetics and a regular contributor to the Update. She is part of 
the USC-Duke University team researching the genetics of autism 
spectrum disorders. 

There is excitement in the air! The CDC just 
released their latest data “Prevalence of Autism 
Spectrum Disorders – Autism and Developmental 
Disabilities Monitoring Network, 14 Sites, United 
States, 2002 published in MMWR 56/SS1:12-44 
(2007). The report contains data from the 14 states 
funded by the CDC to evaluate the prevalence of 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in children born in 
1992, aged 8 years, and to describe the 
characteristics of these children. For 2002, 407,578 
children were identified through screening and 
abstraction of records from educational sites, all 
health sites, or both educational and health sites 
and a conservative case definition of ASD were 
used. Only those children with a diagnosis of autistic 
disorder, pervasive developmental disorder not 
otherwise specified, or Asperger disorder consistent 
with DSM-IV-TR were included in the study.   

The study had strict methodology. First, a trained 
abstracter reviewed educational, health, or 
educational and health records on each child and 
according to strict criteria decided whether the 
child should be included in the study. Next, an ASD 
clinician reviewed the records to see if the child 
should be included as having an ASD. The ASD 
clinicians across the 14 sites (Alabama, Missouri, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin with access to health 
records only and Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, 
Georgia, Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Utah, and West Virginia with 
access to education and health records) had to be 
reliable, i.e. if someone in West Virginia thought a 
child had an ASD, everyone else had to agree 90% 
of the time. We can be proud of the job that Dr. 
Jane Charles completed in this study. South 
Carolina was one of four states that reviewed the 
highest percentage of both health and educational 
records for each child, not just education or health.  

The overall prevalence of an ASD was 6.6/1000 
children, or 1/150 children was identified as having 
an ASD. The prevalence was higher (7.2/1000) in 
states where both health and education records 
were available then in states where only health 
records were available (5.1/1000). Five states 
reported a prevalence for non-Hispanic white 
children that was higher than for non-Hispanic 
black children. In South Carolina, there was not a 
significant difference. The ratio of boys with an 
ASD to girls with an ASD ranged from 3.4:1.0 (MD, 
SC, and WI) to 6.5:1 (UT).   

South Carolina reported IQ data for children with 
an ASD and had the largest percent (58.5%) of 
children with an IQ score ≤ 70, with more than half 
of boys with an ASD having an IQ score ≤ 70. South 
Carolina was one of 6 states in which girls were 
more likely than boys to have cognitive 
impairment. 

South Carolina also stood out in terms of services. 
The table below, taken directly from the article, 
indicates that South Carolina is one of the states 
with the lowest number of children with an ASD 
receiving special education services, and of those 
receiving special education services, only 47.1% are 
receiving special education with autism eligibility. 
(See table 4 below).  

The prevalence data indicate that the ASD 
prevalence is a continuing urgent public health 
concern, affecting approximately 1 child in every 
150 and that efforts are truly needed to improve 
early identification of ASDs and to insure access to 
early appropriate intervention, both in home and in 
schools for our children in South Carolina. 

(Continued on page 4) 

New Research 
by Ruth K. Abramson, Ph.D. 

Department of Neuropsychiatry and Behavioral Science, USC School of Medicine 

TABLE 4. Number and percentage of children aged 8 years with 
autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) receiving special education ser-
vices and with autism eligibility, by site—Autism and Developmental 
Disabilities Monitoring Network, United States, 2002 

 Site*  
Total 
no. 

with 
ASDs  

Receiving special 
education services 

Receiving special educa-
tion services with au-

tism eligibility† 

No.  (%) No.  (%) 

Arizona 280 271 (96.8) 107 (39.5) 
Arkansas 251 206 (82.1) 120 (58.3) 
Colorado 65 59 (90.8) 18 (30.5) 
Georgia 337 309 (91.7) 211 (68.3) 
Maryland 199 122 (61.3) 90 (73.8) 
New Jersey 316 309 (97.8) 131 (42.4) 
N. Carolina 135 121 (89.6) 68 (56.2) 
S. Carolina 140 102 (72.9) 48 (47.1) 
Utah 196 166 (84.7) 82 (49.4) 
W. Virginia 153 134 (87.6) 63 (47.0) 
*With access to both education and health records.   
† Primary special education eligibility category only. 
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SCAS Programs 
For more information, visit our website, 

www.scautism.org 

• Family Support/Information and Referral 
• Annual conference, workshops for parents 

and professionals  
• Preparing for Puberty and Beyond: Help 

for Parents  
• Service Coordination for DDSN consumers 

with autism 
• Self Directed Support Corporations SDSCs 

(aka Microboards) 
• Parent-School Partnership -parent mentors 

assist families 
• Providing books and DVDs about autism to 

libraries  
SCAS advocates for quality services for  

children and adults with ASDs as  
individuals and statewide. 

Congratulations to Michelle Beale from 
Liberty, SC! Michelle’s artwork will be dis-
played in the Books to Libraries project, 
which will provide a children’s book about 
autism to elementary school libraries or me-
dia centers for SC schools. 

Thanks to all participants who submitted 
artwork for the SCAS Featured Autism 
Book project.   
Posters displaying Michelle’s artwork; facts 
about autism; and a list of other recom-
mended elementary, middle and high school 
books about autism spectrum disorders will 
be in school libraries or media centers in 
April 2007. 

‘Books to Libraries’ Artwork 

SCAS Service Coordination News 
SC Autism Society will begin service  
coordination in the Greenville/Spartanburg 
area in the spring. Families interested in ser-
vice coordination with SCAS should contact 
Edwina Jackson, MSW, Director of Service 
Coordination at edwina@scautism.org or 
(803)750-6988 ext.111.  

The SCAS is coordinating with Richland 
County Police to provide an informative ses-
sion about Project Lifesaver. If you are a Rich-
land County resident and you are interested 
in learning more about this event, please con-
tact Edwina (see above) to schedule a session.  

All of us at the SC Autism Research Study would 
like to say thank you to all of the families who 
continue to support us. We are starting a new study, 
in collaboration with the researchers in the 
Department of Communication Disorders at the 
University of South Carolina School of Public Health 

that we are very excited about. This study will 
evaluate “Visual Discrimination of Motor Speech and 
Non-Motor Speech Movements and Related Brain 
Activity in Persons with Autism.” We will let you 
know more about this in the near future. Together 
we can make a difference. 

New Research  (Continued from page 3) 
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Research Announcement 
Autism Medication Research Study 

The University of South Carolina School of Medicine is 
currently accepting families with one or more 
individuals with a diagnosis of Autism into a new 
medication study to treat problematic symptoms of 
autism. Individuals must be between the ages of 6 and 
17 and meet DSM-IV criteria for Autism. There are no 
costs to participate. For more information, or to enroll a 
family in the research study, please call Joan at 803-
434-1100. 

Walk for Autism 2007 
proudly announces the first annual 

Walk for Autism-Columbia 
on Saturday April 14, 2007 at the  

West Columbia Amphitheater/Park  
Three Rivers Greenway 

Registration begins at 9:00 am and the walk 
begins at 10:00 am. Walk for Autism-
Columbia is hosted by Kids Care Connection, 
Inc., a 501(c)3 agency that provides families 
an opportunity for change through the Walk 
for Autism Scholarship Fund. For more 
information about organizing a walk-team to 
help raise funds for this event, please contact 
Karen Nesbit at (803) 732-2258 or  
Karenllkiwi@wmconnect.com.  

JOIN THE AAF FOR A FUNDRAISER! 

March 22, 2007 

11:30am (First Take-out) 
12:15 (Lunch/Silent Auction) 
12:45pm (Second Take-out) 

Entrée Choices: Chicken Marsala with pasta, salad, 
bread or Chicken Caesar Salad. 

Silent Auction is taking place during 12:15 lunch at 
Carrabba’s Italian Grill at 6803 North Kings Hwy. Myrtle Beach, SC 

Tickets are $10 per person and all proceeds go to AAF. Call 843-213-0217 for tickets and  
information.  

Research Announcement:  
Your input is of great value, so please consider participating! 

A study of adult siblings of individuals with 
autism is being conducted by Karen Echerd, a 
graduate student in the Genetic Counseling 
Program at the University of South Carolina. 
Participation involves a phone interview last-
ing 20 minutes with questions regarding the 
nature of the sibling relationship and how it 
has contributed to decisions regarding  
caregiving as well as starting one’s own family. 
We greatly appreciate the individuals who 

have taken part in the study thus far. How-
ever, we hope to finish data collection within 
the upcoming month and need more individu-
als to participate in order to complete the 
study. If you are between the ages of 18-45 and 
would be interested in contributing your ex-
periences with your sibling to the study, please 
c o n t a c t  K a r e n  E c h e r d  a t  
echerdk@mailbox.sc.edu. We would greatly 
appreciate your input. 
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Fun for all ages! 
•Includes two games plus shoes 
•Prizes for:  

♦ Male/Female High Score 
♦ Youth High Score 
♦ Individual raising most money 
♦ Teacher Raising Most Money (per location) will receive paid  

conference registration and prize 
•Drawings for great prizes! 

For more information, call SCAS at 803-750-6988 or 800-438-4790  
OR visit our website at www.scautism.org 

Registration fees: 
$15 per person or  
$50 per team (4-5 members) 
T-shirt is included with registration fee. 

6th Annual 
  olling for       utism     wareness 

Royal Z Lanes 
8512 Two Notch Road 

NE Columbia 

10:00 am 

April is National Autism Awareness Month!  
Show your support by coming out to the lanes and enjoying a fun day at this year’s 
bowling event! 
All funds raised will assist the SC Autism Society in reaching their mission of 
enabling every individual with autism to reach their maximum potential. 
Ask your friends, co-workers and family members to support you and the 
SC Autism Society.  

Show your support: ♦Put together a team to bowl 
♦Raise additional pledges 
♦Contact corporate sponsors 
♦Ask if your company matches donations 

JC’s Lexington Bowl 
5380 Augusta Road  

Lexington 

3:00 pm 
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Sponsor Form 
 �Gold ($400)  �Silver ($300) �Bronze ($200) 
Gold, Silver & Bronze will have signage at the event & company listing in our quarterly newsletter -  
circulation 1,500+, media materials - PSAs, press releases 

 �Lane (Family-$50)  �Lane (Company-$100)  
Signage at the event for the lane your sponsorship covers and listing in our quarterly newsletter 
 

Contact / Phone___________________________________________________________ 

Company ________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my: �Check �Money Order/Charge my �VISA �Mastercard �Discover 

Name (on card):______________________________ Exp. Date: ____________ V-Code: _____ 

Number: ___  ___  ___  ___ -- ___  ___  ___  ___ -- ___  ___  ___  ___ -- ___  ___  ___  ___ 
Please make checks payable to SCAS and mail along with completed form to our new address:  
SCAS, 806 12th Street, West Columbia, SC 29169-6142 
OR visit our website to register or sign up for sponsorship at www.scautism.org  

; if a 
Teacher 

Bowler  
Name 

Address  
(street, city, state, zip) 

 
Age 

 
Phone 

Male / 
Female *Tee 

Size 
$$  

Raised 

�1.        

�2.        

�3.        

�4.        

�5.        

Bowler Registration 
Registration fees: $15 per person or $50 per team (4-5 people). T-shirt is included with registration fees.  
Specify size*: Child-Medium (enter CHMED) or Adult sizes Small, Medium, Large, X-Large or XX-Large. 

� I can not participate in the bowling event, but 
please accept my donation to support the 
SC Autism Society. Amount: $ __________  

Team Name:  
Please choose a location 

¨Lexington 3:00 p.m. ¨Northeast 10:00 a.m. 
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This event is an important opportunity for 
consumers, families and service providers. 
• to inform legislators that services must be 

maintained for the most vulnerable citizens in 
our state.  

• to provide a unified message to the members 
of the SC General Assembly that you and 
other constituents are asking for their 
support in funding critical services essential 
to the lives of persons with disabilities and 
their families. 

• to develop and strengthen a positive 
relationship with your legislators. Legislators 
who know and hear from their constituents 
will listen and respond to their needs.  

What you need to do now: 
If you are a parent, you are encouraged to 
bring your son/daughter with a disability. 
• Call, write or visit your state senator and 

representative in your district and inform 
them that you are attending Disability 
Advocacy Day at the Statehouse on March 7. 

• Make an appointment for a short visit 
with your legislators: 
1. In your hometown, during the months of 

February, March or April 
2. In their office at some time during 

Disability Advocacy Day. 
3. Discuss the top priorities listed on page 1. 

If you do not know your legislators’ names, call the 
voter registration office in your county for this 
information. Legislators’ telephone numbers are 
available by calling 1-800-922-1539. 

• Bring a photo of your family member with a 
disability when meeting with your 
legislators and when you come to Disability 
Advocacy Day. Wear as part of your 
nametag or show to legislators as a visual 
reminder of who you are representing. 

• Bring your camera for photos with your 
legislators. Send your photos with the news 

release (a news release will be provided March 
1st) to your local paper.  

• Bring a picture ID. It may be needed due to 
increased security. 

For more information, contact SC Partnership 
of Disability Organizations telephone: (803)
750-6988 or toll-free (800) 438-4790, fax: (803)
750-8121 email: scas@scautism.org or on the 
web at www.scautism.org. Pre-registration is 
not required. More information will be provided 
at the event. 

Tell Your Personal Story 
Write your personal story to leave with your 
State representative and senator. 
Your personal story is important and needs to 
be told to your legislators. They want to hear 
from you and will listen, because you are their 
constituent. 

Personal stories put a real face and voice on how 
important services are to you and your family 
member. 

You also can include a photo of the person who 
needs or receives services. Please keep stories 
short and to the point. 

Sample personal story: 
They say lightning doesn’t strike in the same 
place twice, but autism sure can. My sons, 
Matthew and Jeffrey, ages 10 and 6, are both 
victims of this life devastating disorder.  

If it were not for the supports and services that 
we have received for our children, their 
accomplishments may not have been achieved. 
We owe so much to the folks who have helped us.  

It is our plea to you as our elected guardians 
and watchmen to never forget our special needs 
community. These individuals have so much to 
offer given the opportunity. Please do not allow 
budget cuts to take away their chance and their 
right to live and to be a contributor in their 
communities. 

Ken and Chris Heeringa 

Disability Advocacy Day—March 7, 2007 

Co-sponsors: 
SC Partnership of Disability Organizations; SC Autism Society; Brain Injury 
Alliance of SC; The Arc of SC -Advocates for Special Needs; SC Spinal Cord 
Injury Association; SC Human Service Providers, Inc.; The Disability Action 
Center, Inc.; SC Chapter-American Association on Mental Retardation 
(SCAAMR); SC Respite Coalition; Family Connection of SC; Epilepsy 
Foundation of SC; Babcock Center Inc.; People on the Go-Self Advocacy 
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*RampÏ Ï*Ramp 
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YOU can help  
the Governor  

and members of the 
SC General 
Assembly  

understand the 
unique needs of 

citizens with 
severe, lifelong 

disabilities and the 
essential services 
provided in South 

Carolina. 
Let your voice be 

heard by attending 
Disability 

Advocacy Day! 

PARKING INFORMATION 
VISITOR PARKING AND DROP-OFF ARE NOT PERMITTED in the Capitol Complex 
underground parking garage. VEHICLES ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ENTER THE GARAGE FOR 
DROP-OFF OR FOR ANY REASON. 

WHERE TO PARK 

HANDICAP ACCESS 
SIDEWALK RAMPS are at 
Sumter & Pendleton Streets 
marked on map with *RampÏ.  

Guides will be stationed 
at the three ramp locations 
to assist with unloading. 

A limited number of meters will be bagged for free parking on 
Pendleton, Assembly and Senate Streets for those attending 
Disability Advocacy Day. Metered (pay) parking is also 
available on other streets. Parking tickets may be issued if 
unbagged meters are not properly paid. 

Public Parking Garages are shown on map - $2.00 for the 
first hour, $1.00 for each additional hour, $10 all day. No parking 
in reserved spaces or spaces reserved for bank.  

City Parking:  
Lady Street Garage  

1100 Lady Street  

Washington Street Garage  
1100 Washington Street 

Koger/Coliseum  
800 Park Street 
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Why Should I Participate? 
 

Autism is a developmental disability that interferes with the development of the brain in reasoning, 
social interaction and communication skills.   
 
1.5 million Americans (over 30,000 in SC) have autism.  It is one of the three most common 
developmental disabilities - more common than Down Syndrome. 
 
Proceeds from the tournament will be used to enhance programs for families and individuals with 
autism spectrum disorders.   

Golf Tournament 
Indian Wells Golf Club 

Highway 17 Bypass 
Murrells Inlet, SC 

 
Shotgun Start Format 

 

Fee includes greens fee, cart, practice balls, 
lunch, refreshments, goody bag and beverages 

 

 

Register before 04/01/07 and SAVE! 
$100/player & $400/foursome 

 

after 04/01/07 
$110/player & $440/foursome 

 

Day of Tournament 
$125/player & $500/foursome 

What Can I Do? 
 

• Put a team together!  Gather your friends and 
support the SC Autism Society. 

 
• Ask your friends or business associates to 

become a sponsor. 

Schedule  
 

  7:30 a.m.   Registration 
  8:00 a.m.   Driving Range Open 
12:00 p.m.   Lunch  
  1:00 p.m.   Awards     
 

Contests 
 

•Closest to the Pin 
•Long Drive - Men & Women 
•1st, 2nd & 3rd place teams 
 
Drawings during the event for more golf, 
dinner and entertainment! 

Extras 
•Raffle Tickets $  5.00 
•Mulligans  $  5.00 
•Eagle Package $25.00* 
(*3 raffle tickets, 4 mulligans, $10 savings) 

South Carolina Autism Society’s 
9th Annual  
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Sponsor Form 

 �Gold ($500)  �Silver ($400) �Bronze ($300) 
(Gold/Silver/Bronze will be recognized at the event & in our quarterly newsletter) 

 

Contact / Phone___________________________________________________________ 

Company ________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my: �Check �Money Order/Charge my �VISA �Mastercard �Discover 

Name (on card):______________________________ Exp. Date: ____________ V-Code: _____ 

Number: ___  ___  ___  ___ -- ___  ___  ___  ___ -- ___  ___  ___  ___ -- ___  ___  ___  ___ 
Please make checks payable to SCAS and mail along with completed form to our new address:  

SCAS, 806 12th Street, West Columbia, SC 29169-6142 
OR visit our website to register or sign up for sponsorship at www.scautism.org  

Team Registration 

 Name Address  
(street, city, state, zip) 

Phone Email 

1.     

2.     

3.     

4.     

�Platinum ($1,000) 
Includes signage at event, 1 four-member team registration 
& recognition in our quarterly newsletter) 

�Diamond ($750)  
Includes signage at event, 2 golfer registrations and recog-
nition in our quarterly newsletter) 

To have signage at the event, sponsorship should be received in our office by April 15, 2007 

Non-Golf Sponsorship Opportunities 
(Includes sign at hole/cart and recognition in quarterly newsletter) 

Closest to the Pin $400___ 

Cart Sponsor  $300___ 
Corporate Hole  $100___ 
Family Hole   $  50___ 
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New Members, October-December   
Benefactor 
Ms Patti Mercer 
Mr Erik Norton 
Ms Karen Shoemaker 
Mr Tony Pope 
 

Supporting 
Ms Suzanne Aikin 
Ms Pamela King 
Mr John Tatara 

Renewing Members 
Benefactor 
D/M Wayne Bauerle 
Mrs Joyce Nielsen 
M/M LS (Sandy) Taylor 
Mrs Amy J Weeks 
Dr Ruth Abramson, PhD 
Mr D Paul Miller 
Ms Patricia Sheldon 
Mr Craig C Stoxen 
 
 
 

Supporting 
Mrs Denise D Chastain 
Mrs Lucia Horowitz 
Ms Bernethid Livingston 
Ms Margaret Moore 

Basic  
M/M Michael Grabowski 
M/M Christina Heeringa 
Ms Lisa Plumley 
M/M Roy Williams 
Ms Ann Bessette 
Ms Kathy Bradberry 
Ms Iris Curry 
Ms Ann Easterling 
Ms Helen Johnson 
Ms Alfreda King 
Ms Lisa McClain 
Ms Sally McGill 
Ms Deanna Mozingo 
Dr Penny Rogers 
Ms Lynn Shearin 
Ms Janet Spearman 
Ms Beth Taylor 

Donors 
M/M James M Eargle 
D/M William H Hunter 
Mrs Lissa Waring 
Mr Chrisitan Martin 
Ms Hattie Halsey 
M/M Ronald Torezan 
Ms Kimberly McAlister 
Ms Shirley Knox 
Mr Craig C Stoxen 
M/M Heyward Holton 
M/M Alex S Holbert 
Mr Ron Gregg, Relocation & Corporate Concepts 

In Honor of ... 
Andrew Banks, by Chris Mitchell  
Dianne Glore, by Navy Wives Club of America 
Kyllan Hutchinson, by a  friend  
Matthew Winchell, by Mark Winchell  
M/M Derry Billingsley & Sons, by Grace Reel  
Sandy Smith, by Deborah Edens  
Tai Sterling and Payton Barton, by William 

Faile Georgia Pacific Flower Fund 
Zylphia Quattlebaum, by Michael Quattlebaum  
Christmas Card List, by William Floyd   

Basic  
Ms Maxine Habersham 
M/M Jim Turner 
Ms Linda Walker 
Ms Quanda Anthony 
Ms Kathy Dewberry 
Ms Fraser Faress 
Ms Cella Hawkins 
Ms Gwen Keitt 
Ms Yvonne Keitt 
Ms Shannon Lindsay 
 

Basic (continued)  
Mr Andrew Lipps 
Ms Stephanie Miles 
Ms Constance Pazderski 
Ms Mary Sims 
Ms Susan Thom 
Ms Karen Turner 
Mr Hugh Wilson 
Ms Rachel Klaus 
Mr Chrisitan Martin 
Ms Amy Parks 

Brian Johnson, by  
David Moser  
Susie Varnadore  
Cheryl Forlines  
Robert Ferrell  
David Currence  

Jessie McGuirt Sr, by 
Joan McGuirt  

John Lilly & Joyce 
Fleniken, by  
Joseph E Park 

Joyce Fleniken, by 
Margie D Freeman  
Jimmy Rogers  
Francis Rogers  
WE Cuttino  
Eleanor Denton  
Norman McLean  
Vivian Whitlock  
Zenith Purcell  
Thomas Collings  
James Neel  
Donald Jacobs  
Colin Covington  

Joyce Fleniken & 
Gertrude Cannon, 
by Duncan Horne   

Nicholas Pieten, by 
Geraldine Burnham  

Patty Gandy, by  
Robert Compton  

Peggy Duncan, by  
Ben Hayes  
Henderson Hood  
Helen Coffin  
Walter Conklin  
Robert Spittal  
Wilma Rutland  
James Olson  
Lexington Medical Ctr 

Peggy Rutland Duncan, 
by Daniel Paterek  
Martha Sitnik  
Kermit Floyd  
Wade Weaver  
Harold Davis  
Patricia Brown  
Kevin Williams  
Pathology Associates 
of Lexington PA 
Margaret Stevenson  
Nancy Waters  
Price & Ramey Inc 
Laws-Troutman 
Gardner Agency 
Jenkins Insurance 
Abble Insurance 

In Memory of ... 
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S C  
SUMMIT 

South Carolina Summit on the Shared Implementation  
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act:  

Partners Coming Together Make a Good IDEA 

March 22–24, 2007 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center 

Columbia, South Carolina 
The Office of Exceptional Children (OEC), State Department of Education, along with indi-
vidual stakeholders, is sponsoring a third state summit to focus on increasing family in-
volvement in the IDEA process to improve the delivery of services to children with disabili-
ties. Partners Make a Great IDEA: The South Carolina Summit on the Shared Implementa-
tion of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) will be held March 22–24, 
2007 in Columbia, South Carolina. It is designed to build a commitment to move forward 
together to 

•bring families, schools, juvenile justice, and mental health providers into more collabora-
tive working relationships; 

•develop an understanding of the law and evidence–based practices for implementing the 
law; 

•strengthen relationships and understand each other’s needs and priorities; and contribute 
expertise in addressing key issues and resources related to supporting and enhancing 
effective collaboration between parents, advocacy groups, school staff, juvenile justice 
providers, mental health providers, agencies, and communities. 

TARGET AUDIENCE 

• Parents/guardians/ foster parents/ family members 

• Students • Educators • Policy makers and legislators  

• Professionals • Advocates • Members of the faith-based community 

REGISTRATION 

There is no registration fee to attend the Summit. Participants must preregister by 
Friday, March 9, 2007. A completed Registration Form must be submitted for each person 
attending. Registration will be accepted on a first-come basis. The submission information 
for mail, e-mail and fax is located on the Registration Form. If you need assistance register-
ing, you may contact Donna Williams at 803-734-0460. Registration materials are also 
available on the web at www.fedfamsc.org. 

Individuals employed by local school districts or institutions of higher education must regis-
ter using the Electronic Registrar Online at http://ed.sc.gov/scopd/eregister.html. If you 
need assistance with registering, you may contact Katina Brown at 803-734-5454, Trishun 
Pittman at 803-734-6516, Brenda Turner at 803-734-8211 or Marlene Sellars at 803-734-
8210.  

Depending on the number of registration forms received, limited on-site registration may 
take place the day of the Summit. Persons from out-of-state are welcomed. 

The Summit Agenda is available on the web at www.fedfamsc.org. 
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Allocations and designations are an  
important part of the SCAS budget. 

Thank you for giving. 

Please support 
your local  

United Way. 

Mission Statement:  
 

South Carolina  
Autism Society 

Our purpose is to enable all South 
Carolinians with autism spectrum 
disorders to reach their maximum 

potential. 

SCAS is a chapter of the  
Autism Society of America. 

2007 Board of Directors  
Joyce Nielsen* 

Chair 

Roy Williams*  
Vice Chair 

Becky Hughes* 
Secretary 

Mitchell Yell 
Treasurer 

Margaret Moore* 
Immediate Past Chair 

Alex Holbert+, Conway 
Honorary 

Directors: 
Renee Collins *, Irmo 

Chris Heeringa *, Sumter 
Erik Drasgow, Columbia 

Susie Tolson *, Bennettsville 
Denise Chastain *, Goose Creek 

Susan Kastner *, Mauldin 
Amy Weeks *, Aiken 

Sarah Pope *, Myrtle Beach 
Cheryl Bauerle *, Myrtle Beach 

Tim Conroy, Columbia 
Erik Norton, Columbia 

Susan DuRant *, Columbia 

The Update 
The Update is published four times a year 
by the South Carolina Autism Society, one 
of more than 200 nonprofit chapters of the 
Autism Society of America (ASA) and the 
only ASA chapter in South Carolina. 
Guest articles are welcome for possible 
publication.  

Information or points of view contained in 
the Update are not necessarily endorsed or 
held by SCAS, its directors or staff, but may 
be presented to keep readers informed.  

The SCAS main office is at 806 12th Street, 
West Columbia, SC 29169. Contact 
information: 803-750-6988 or 800-438-4790; 
fax 803-750-8121; e-mail scas@scautism.org 
or visit our website at www.scautism.org.  

Our Horry County branch office is located 
at 3254 Holmestown Road, #1, Myrtle 
Beach, SC 29588 or call 843-650-0129. 
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SCAS Staff  Ext. 
Craig C. Stoxen President & CEO 106 
Vickie Stowe Admin. Assistant 100 
Sheila Raulerson Admin. Assistant 109 
Mary Bennett * Bookkeeper/FAB 105 
DiDi Hendley Prog. Asst.-SDSC/UPDATE Editor/Web Editor 102 
Jan Mandeville * Parent Liaison  
Kimberly McAlister Director of Development 104 
Susie Phillips * Special Events Coordinator 104 
Delilah Bonnert * Program Coordinator 115 
Lynn Stillwell I&R Specialist 108 
Paula Devan Office Clerk 108 
Edwina Jackson Dir. Service Coordinator 111 
Shalonda Armstead Service Coordinator 112 
Courtney Fulton Service Coordinator (Horry)  
Jennifer Dupree Service Coordinator 113 
Harvin Eadon Service Coordinator Assistant 110 
Amy Gary Service Coordinator (Horry)  
Angie Magin Service Coordinator 114 
Lauren Rosinski Service Coordinator Assistant 110 
Melanie Marquis * PSP Coordinator 101 
Deborah Chaddock + Program Assistant, PSP 103 
Mentors, Parent-School Partnership All ext. 103 

 A.J. Dearbury * Tammy Ruiz *  
 Brenda Dease * Jamie Sampson *  
 Denise Garvey * Dawn Thomas *  
 Kemberly Green * Lissa Waring *  
 Kim McHugh * Deandrea Woolridge *  

How to Reach Us ... 

* denotes parent of child with an autism spectrum disorder. 
+ denotes relative of person with an autism spectrum disorder. 

Main Office 
806 12th Street 

West Columbia, SC 29169 

Horry County Branch Office 
3254 Holmestown Road, #1 

Myrtle Beach, SC 29588 
843-650-0129  

803-750-6988 or 800-438-4790  
(extensions above) 

 Fax: 803-750-8121 
e-mail: scas@scautism.org 

www.scautism.org  
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Upcoming Events for 2007 
March 7-Disability Advocacy Day, SC Statehouse grounds 9:00 am-2:00 pm (see pages 8-9) 
March 22-AAF Fundraiser, 11:30 am, Carrabba’s, Myrtle Beach (see  page 5) 
March 22-24 SC Summit on the Shared Implementation of the Individuals with  

Disabilities Education Act: Partners Coming Together Make a Good IDEA,  
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center 

April 14-Walk for Autism Registration at 9:00 am-Walk at 10:00 am, West Columbia (see  page 5) 
April 28-SCAS Bowling: Rolling for Autism Awareness, 10:00 am NE Columbia &  

3:00 pm Lexington (see Pages 6-7) 
May 4-SCAS Board Meeting, 6:00 pm at Myrtle Beach 
May 5-Fun in the Sun Golf, Myrtle Beach (see pages 10-11) 
August 18-SCAS Board Meeting, 10:00 am at SCAS 
October 12-SCAS Board Meeting, 4:00 pm at SCAS Annual Conference 


