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Help Us to Increase Awareness  

SCAS is pleased to announce the opening of its 
first branch office, in Horry County.  “As our 
service coordination caseload expands in Horry, 
we needed to add staff to work with these indivi-
duals.  Instead of a ‘virtual’ office, we needed 
physical space closer to our clients there,” said 
Craig Stoxen, SCAS President and CEO.  
 

The Myrtle Beach office is a partnership with the 
Autism Advocates Foundation (AAF).  SCAS has 
a long history with the support group that evolved  
into AAF.  “By sharing space,” Craig said, “we 
will be able to share resources too, like fax lines 
and high speed Internet.” 
 

If you’re in the Myrtle Beach area April 27, join 
us at an open house from 5 to 7 p.m. at the office, 
located at 3254 Holmestown Road, #1. Holmes-
town Road is off U.S. 17 south of 544. The office 
phone number is 843-650-0129. 

The S.C. Autism Society is asking for your 
help to increase  awareness about autism 
spectrum disorders across South Carolina. 
 

In April, Autism Awareness Month, all indi-
viduals in our data base will receive a 9”x12” 
poster in the mail that’s designed to increase 
awareness about autism spectrum disorders 
and provide a resource for more information. 
 

Explains SCAS President and CEO Craig 
Stoxen, “If your church, doctor’s office or 
school can display the poster, this would help 
us to get the word out across the state about 
autism spectrum disorders and how people 
can learn more about them.  Perhaps your 
employer will allow it to be posted, even 
your grocery store. These are just a few ex-
amples.  If you need more, please call us.” 
 

Governor Mark Sanford has signed a procla-
mation designating April as Autism Aware-
ness Month in South Carolina.  Many other 
states have issued their own proclamations.   
    

Other Autism Awareness Events 
 

Another way to support autism awareness in 
April and early May is to participate in 
SCAS fundraisers and other events. 
 

SCAS will hold its 5th Annual Rolling for 
Autism Awareness bowling event on Satur-
day, April 22, in two locations again this 
year, JC’s Lexington Bowl in Lexington at 
10 a.m., and Royal Z Lanes in N.E. Colum-
bia at 3 p.m.  Sponsors and bowlers are being 
recruited, so be sure to call 750-6988 or  
800-438-4790 to register or be a sponsor.   
 

The cost to bowl is $15 for two games and 
shoes.  Teams of four to five bowlers can 
register for $50.  There will be drawings for 
prizes, as well as prizes for high scorers and 
most money raised.  Adults and children are  

New SCAS Office  
Opens in Myrtle Beach 

welcome to participate.   
 

On Saturday, April 1, ABATE of Aiken Co. 
and Aiken Motorcycle Sales and Service will 
hold their annual ride to Columbia to benefit 
SCAS.  Call 803-613-1714 if you would like 
to ride or support this event.  Expected to 
arrive at the SCAS offices about noon, the 
riders love to see children turn out and will 
give them short rides around the parking lot. 
 

Fun in the Sun Golf Tournament 
Saturday, May 6 is the date for the annual 
Fun in the Sun Golf Tournament at Indian 
Wells Golf Club off Highway 17 Bypass 
near Murrells Inlet.  Sponsors are still being 
accepted; call 800-438-4790 to sponsor at the 
level of Platinum ($1000), Diamond ($750), 
Gold ($500), Silver ($400), or Bronze 
($300).  Hole, cart or closest-to-pin sponsors 
cont. on p. 6 — see Help Increase Awareness 
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From the Desk of the President . . .   
Dear Friends: 
 

Protecting individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities from abuse, neglect and exploita-
tion is one of the South Carolina Autism Society’s greatest responsibilities.  I am sure most of you have 
seen or at least heard about the Protection and Advocacy for People with Disabilities’ (P&A) report about 
abuse and neglect.  They listed several cases of abuse across the state, as well as the actions taken in these 
cases.  More important, they have developed several recommendations with the goal of protecting indi-
viduals with disabilities. 
 

This is a very important issue, one that the SCAS has been working on for years. It is also important to 
note that this is a very complicated issue.  
 

Our loved ones with autism desire and need to have better protection.  So we need to start to tackle this 
issue, even if it is one small piece at a time.  We have to start now. 
 

The good news is that this problem is being recognized. The P&A report got a lot of exposure.  (To read 
the report, please visit their website at:  www.protectionandadvocacy-sc.org).  As a result, the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Office on Aging requested that independent investigators look into charges of abuse and ne-
glect.  The investigators would be housed in the Ombudsman’s Office and they would focus on the De-
partment of Disabilities and Special Needs and the Department of Mental Health.  The Governor, in his 
proposed budget for next fiscal year, has made a recommendation to fund the State Law Enforcement 
Division (SLED) in the amount of $450,000 for seven abuse, exploitation and neglect inspectors.  
 

P&A has also introduced legislation, Senate Bill 1116 and House Bill 4682, which work well with the 
Governor’s recommendation.  The bills would amend SLED to investigate critical incidents occurring in 
group homes and other institutions.  Briefly, it would give SLED a special unit with duties and proce-
dures of investigating entities in connection with abuse, neglect and exploitation; provide training for  
local law enforcement; require incidents of abuse, neglect and exploitation to be reported to SLED’s  
special unit; further clarify reporting responsibilities; set up a 24-hour hotline to report cases; require the 
witness to report the incident to SLED directly (not just to their supervisor); require SLED to establish a 
review committee to look at all deaths; and allow the SLED special unit the authority to make referrals to 
the Attorney General of individuals and facilities that fail to exercise reasonable care of clients. 
 

Granted, this bill does not cover every issue of concern for the welfare of individuals with developmental 
disabilities.  But it is a start, a start that we can not afford to postpone.  The current system, even if work-
ing absolutely perfectly, has the perception of being flawed because it depends on the operator of the 
group home or institution to investigate and report allegations of abuse, neglect and exploitation them-
selves.  Granted, the Ombudsman’s Office already has the authority to investigate such incidents.  But, to 
date, they have not received any funding to do this. 
 

There are two aspects of the legislation.  First is the bill mentioned above that gives authority.  Second is 
funding.  At this point, the House Ways and Means Committee has included $450,000 for SLED and 
$350,000 for additional investigators for the Ombudsman’s Office.  As the legislative session goes for-
ward, I will keep you informed on what is happening with this issue.  We need to have action on this  
important issue this year! 
 

Thank you for your support. 

Craig C. Stoxen 
President and CEO 
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The Update 
The Update is published four times a year by 
the South Carolina Autism Society, one of 
more than 200 nonprofit chapters of the 
Autism Society of America (ASA) and the 
only ASA chapter in South Carolina.  Guest 
articles are welcome for possible publica- 
tion.  Information or points of  view 
contained in the Update are not necessarily 
endorsed or held by SCAS, its directors or 
staff, but may be presented simply to keep 
readers informed about options.  SCAS 
maintains offices in the Palmetto Office 
Building at 652 Bush River Road, Suite 203, 
Columbia, SC 29210.  Call us at 803-750-
6988 or 800-438-4790; fax us at 803-750-
8121; or e-mail us at either 
scas@scautism.org or www.scautism.org. 

March 30-31 — “Preparing for Puberty and 
Beyond,” Columbia, Thursday evening work-
shop for parents and Friday morning session for 
parents and professionals on sexuality and 
puberty issues affecting individuals with autism.  
Call 800-438-4790 or 750-6988 to register.  
Content is same for both sessions. 
 

Month of April — Autism Awareness Month 
in S.C. and across the U.S.  New materials will 
be donated to public libraries across the state.  
See other events* below. 
 

*April date TBA — Autism Network of 
Support and Advocacy (ANSA) of Greenville 
County is planning a Walk for Autism.  Please 
contact Maria Atkinson at 864-884-7460 or by 
e-mail at autism_ANSA@yahoo.com. 
 
*April 1 — Annual motorcycle ride from Aiken 
area to Columbia (to benefit SCAS). 
 

*April 22 — Bowling fundraisers at JC’s Lex-
ington Bowl, Lexington (10 a.m.), and Royal Z 
Lanes in N.E. Columbia (3 p.m.).  $15 per child 
or adult.  Call SCAS at 750-6988 to register. 
 

*April 25 — SCAS Open House, Columbia,  
4-6 p.m., for Autism Awareness Month.  
 

*April 27 — SCAS Open House, Myrtle Beach 
office, 5-7 p.m. 
 

May 5 — SCAS Board of Directors Meeting, 
Myrtle Beach SCAS Office, 6 p.m.   
 
*May 6 — Fun in the Sun golf fundraiser at 
Indian Wells Golf Club near Murrells Inlet.  We 
are still looking for sponsors!  Player prices to 
go up beginning April 1.  Look for details on 
pages 1 and 6.   
 

May 13 — Save this date for the 9th Annual 
Conference on Disabilities at The Citadel, 
Charleston.  Call 843-266-1318 for further 
information. 
 

June 13-14 — Verbal Behavior Workshop, 
Brookland Banquet and Conference Center. 
 
August 26 — SCAS Board of Directors 
meeting, SCAS office, Columbia, 10 a.m.  

Autism Awareness Month and More …  
2006 Calendar of Events 

Oct. 5 — Pre-conference workshop on social 
skills, Columbia Conference Center, featuring 
Dr. Jeanette McAfee.  Register separately for the 
pre-conference session, either day of the confer-
ence (see below), both days or all three.  
 

Oct. 6, 7 — 2006 Annual SCAS Conference, 
Columbia Conference Center, featuring keynote 
speaker Paula Kluth.  Conference will include 
breakout sessions, bookstore, silent auction, and 
the ever-popular awards for people who have 
made a difference to individuals with autism 
spectrum disorders in our state.  Look for regis-
tration information for Oct. 5, 6 and 7 this com-
ing summer. 
 

Oct. 6 — SCAS Board of Directors meeting,  
Columbia Conference Center, 4:30 p.m.  Board 
meetings are open to visitors.  For meal planning 
purposes, please give Craig Stoxen a call in  
advance if you plan to attend a meeting. 
 

Oct. 31 — Fun in the Fall Golf Tournament at 
Woodcreek Farms, Elgin.  Look for more infor-
mation this coming summer.  
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by Ruth K. Abramson, Ph.D. 
Department of Neuropsychiatry and Behavioral Science, USC School of Medicine 

 

Editor’s note:  Ruth is a Fellow of the American College of Medical Genetics and a regular contributor to 
the Update.  She is part of the USC-Duke University team that is researching the genetics of autism 
spectrum disorders. 
 

Spring is here and I would like to bring your attention to three areas that involve new research.  First, 
it is time researchers dedicated to finding both the multiple causes of autism and the best targeted 
treatments to present new findings at the International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR).  
IMFAR will take place in early June 2006, and the Duke/USC group will present new research 
findings.  Again, we want to thank all of our families who work with us to find the cure.   
 

Second, Dr Harry Wright, Dr. Meera Narasimhan, and I would like to announce a new study.  This 
study is a departure from the usual studies to find genes.  Many parents indicate that their child may 
have a series of behavioral problems that require both behavioral management and medication 
intervention.  Not all medication intervention is successful.  We have begun a new, intensive 
medication management study with frequent monitoring to focus on helping families who have a 
child or adolescent with behavioral problems.  We hope to be able to better identify what symptoms 
are most successfully treated by this newer medication.  The goal is to improve a part of total therapy 
so that individuals with autism who have behavior problems can better function in school and at 
home.  A copy of the announcement and who to contact is in this newsletter. 
 

Finally, there is a new research study by Bishop et al (2006) Characteristics of the Broader Phenotype 
in Autism:  A Study of Siblings Using the Children’s Communication Checklist-2, American 
Journal of Medical Genetics Part B 141B:117-122.  This study examines the risk that non-autistic 
siblings of an individual with autism will have social and communication difficulties.  The Children’s 
Communication Checklist-2 (CCC-2) is a parent report questionnaire divided into three sections: (1) 
questions on structural aspects of language, i.e., speech, syntax, semantics and coherence; (2) aspects 
of communication that are impaired in children with pragmatic language difficulties, i.e., inapprop- 
riate initiation, stereotyped language, use of context and nonverbal communication; and (3) behav- 
ioral domains relevant to autism, i.e., social relations and interests.   
 

The study included 29 siblings of 20 children with autistic disorder (AD), 13 siblings of 9 children 
with PDD-NOS, and 46 control children from 26 families with no history of autism, matched on age 
and IQ.  Comparison of the three groups showed that the mean CCC-2 subscale scores differed only 
on one scale, syntax.  However, examination of the distribution of the scores showed that the siblings 
of individuals with AD and PDD were over represented in the high or low values of the distributions 
of several scales.  Of the 42 siblings from autism families, 10 (24%) scored more than 2 standard 
deviations below the control children on the mean total score of the 10 subscales. Examination of the 
Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised (ADI-R) scores for the 10 siblings showed that only 2/10 
siblings scored above the ADI-R cutoff on one or more scales.  Also, siblings who had low CCC-2 
scores had lower verbal IQ, and their fathers tended to score high on the Autism Quotient, a measure 
of the broader phenotype in adults.  Constantino (in press) has similar results.  This study highlights 
that fact that autism is a spectrum disorder and that about 25% of siblings might benefit from 
intervention. 
 

Thanks again from all of us, including Sarah Ravan, Dr. Alicia Hall, and Dr. Harry Wright for your 
continuing support in the search for genes for autism.  We can still be reached at 803-898-2343 for 
enrollment in the genetic study.   
 

Together, we will find a cure!   

Lots of Exciting Research is Underway 
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Autism  
Medication Research Study 

 
 
 

The University of South Carolina School of Medicine 
is pleased to announce a new research study.  

 
We are currently accepting families with one or more 

individuals with a diagnosis of Autism into a new 
medication study to treat problematic symptoms of 

autism. Individuals must be between the ages of 6 and 17 
and meet DSM-IV criteria for Autism. 

 
There are no costs to participate. 

 
For more information, or to enroll a family in the 

research study, please call Blair or Anna,  
803-434-1100. 
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Donors 

Renewing Members 

New Members, Nov. - Dec. ’05 

Benefactor 
M/M Sandy Taylor 
M/M David Anderson 
Paul Miller 
Ruth Abramson 
Supporting 
M/M Creighton Sloan 
D/M Wayne Bauerle 
Patricia Sheldon 
Joyce Fleniken 
Lucia Horowitz 

Basic  
Nancy Brugh 
Robin Middleton 
Kathleen Massenburg 

Basic  
Jon Carter 
M/M Rafael Iniguez 
M/M David Carlson 
Tonda Davis 
Rebecca Mussman 
Rebecca Madden 
Laura Crisan 
Penny Rogers 
Ann Bessette 
Lynn Shearin 

Basic (cont.) 
Helen Johnson 
Dionne Larson 
Christian Martin 

D/M Charles Banov 
M/M Ray Biggs 
Robert Goodbar 
Hattie Halsey 
M/M Alex Holbert 
M/M Andrew Nielsen 

In Memory of ... 
Florence McMahon   
by L&S Financial Consultants, Linda Holleman, 
Duncan and Audrey Horne, Jane Johnson, Sandy 
and Jill Taylor, David and Judy Wray 
 

Laura Smith 
by Patricia Wegrzynowski  
 

Edward Sims 
by Susan Clark 
 

Heather Dollar 
by SC Early Autism Project 

Help Increase Awareness                                   continued from page 1 

are also being sought for this fundraiser. 
 

Players may register for $100/player and $400/
foursome before April 1; $110/$440 after April 1 
to May 5; and $125/$500 the day of the tourna-
ment.  Call 800-438-4790 or 803-750-6988 to 
register to play, or send an e-mail inquiry to: 
scas@scautism.org. 
 

A shotgun start will open the tournament.  Con- 
tests will be held for closest to pin; long drive for 
men and women; and first, second and third place 
teams.   Drawings will be held for more golf,  
dinner and entertainment.  Raffle tickets, mulli-
gans and eagle packages will be sold. 
 

Indian Wells Golf Club has an unusual blend of 
rolling terrain, sand, water and trees.  Hole #9, a 
410-yard par 4, has been named to the “Grand 
Strand’s Dream 18.”  Registration begins at 7:30 
a.m.  Lunch and awards will follow the tourna-
ment.  Join us for a great morning of golf!   

In Honor of ... 

Jackie Robey 
Aileen Sampson 
Sue Slater 
Marie Small 
M/M Michael Smith 
Dorey Williams 

Please support 
your local  

United Way. 

Allocations and designations are an  
important part of the SCAS budget. 

 

Thank you for giving. 

Mildred and Maury Herman 
by Sally Elliott 
 

Christmas Card List 
by William and Ellen Floyd 
 

M/M Steven Prosser 
by Evonne Sprague 
 

Matthew Winchell 
by Mark and Donna Winchell 
 

Michael Fowler, M/M H.K. Jordan, William 
Linder, David Stock, Greg Gaddis, Ryan 
Brackett, D/M Larry Totten, Johnny Sanders, 
Paul Miller, George Burnett, Jr., Brady  
Trakag by Stuart Penn 

Books and Videos to Libraries 
For the second year, SCAS will donate materials 
in April to the state’s public (county) libraries, the 
Center for Disability Resources collection at the 
USC School of Medicine, and the S.C. State  
Library.  This year’s materials will include a  
general information book for all library branches, 
a book for children in Spanish and English, and 
two DVDs.  A grant from the S.C. Developmental  
Disabilities Council is funding this project. 
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Craig C. Stoxen, President & CEO (ext. 106) 
Vickie Stowe, Administrative Assistant (100) 

Sheila Raulerson, Administrative Assistant (109) 
Mary Bennett*, Bookkeeper (105)  

Edwina Jackson, Director, Service Coordination (111) 
Carol Niederhauser*, Special Projects, Update Ed. (102)    

      Paula Devan, Office Clerk  (108)  
Lynn Stillwell, I&R Specialist (108) 

Jan Mandeville*, Parent Liaison 
Melanie Marquis*, PSP Coordinator (101) 

Kimberly McAlister, Director of Development (104) 
 

Mentors, Parent-School Partnership (all ext.103) 
 

              Dandrea Woolridge*       Brenda Dease* 
              A.J. Dearybury*       Dawn Thomas* 
              Lissa Waring*        Tammy Ruiz* 
              Jennifer Page* (vol.)      Denise Garvey* 
  Delilah Bonnert* (vol.)      Jamie Sampson* 
  Kemberly Green*    
 

Service Coordinators  
Amy Gary  

Latasha Plair (114) 
Shalonda Armstead (112) 

Harvin Eadon - Intern (112)  
Christie Castello 

 

* parent of child with an autism spectrum disorder 

SCAS Staff  SCAS Programs 
 

For more information, visit our 
website, www.scautism.org. 

 

 ▪  Family Support / Information  
     and Referral 
 

 ▪  Annual conference and seasonal 
    workshops for parents and pro- 
    fessionals  
 

 ▪  Preparing for Puberty and 
    Beyond:  Help for Parents of 
    Children on the Autism Spectrum 
 

 ▪   Service Coordination for DDSN 
    consumers with autism 
 

 ▪  People with Disabilities and 911 
    Assistance - emergency prepared- 
    ness for all with special needs 
 

 ▪  Parent-School Partnership - 
    parent mentors assist families 
 

 ▪  Providing books and videos about 
    autism spectrum disorders to S.C. 
    public libraries  
 

SCAS also advocates for quality services 
for children and adults with ASDs — as 

individuals and statewide. 

How to Reach Us ... 
Main Office 

652 Bush River Road, Suite 203 
Columbia, SC  29210     

 

Horry County Branch Office 
3254 Holmestown Road, #1 

Myrtle Beach, SC  29588 
843-650-0129 

 

 803-750-6988, 800-438-4790 (extensions above) 
  Fax:  803-750-8121 

E-mail:  scas@scautism.org 
Information on the web:  www.scautism.org     

Mission Statement 
South Carolina Autism Society 

 
Our purpose is to enable all South Carolinians with autism  

spectrum disorders to reach their maximum potential. 
 

SCAS is a chapter of the  
Autism Society of America. 

Welcome to Our  
Newest Staff Members 

Welcome to Kimberly McAlister, who 
has joined the SCAS staff as Director of 
Development.  Kimberly formerly was 
the director of Arc of the Midlands.  She 
has spent the last three years directing 
development for the South Carolina 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 

Welcome also to Christie Castello, the 
newest service coordinator at SCAS.  
She will work out of the new Myrtle 
Beach office.   
 

The most recent additions to the Parent-
School Partnership are Kemberly Greene 
and Jamie Sampson.   
 

Kemberly lives in Orangeburg and is the 
mother of a young daughter with autism.  
She is a parent mentor in Orangeburg, 
Bamberg and Barnwell counties.   
 

Jamie lives in Six Mile and has a child 
with autism.  She is assisting Anjeanette 
Dearybury in the Piedmont region. 
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Chair 
Margaret Moore 
295 Westlawn Road. 
Columbia, SC 29210 
 

Vice Chair 
VACANT 
 

Secretary 
Becky Hughes 
3005 Batesburg Hwy. 
Batesburg, SC  29006 
 

Treasurer 
Mitchell Yell 
313 Whispering Glen Ct. 
W. Columbia, SC  29170 
 

Immediate Past Chair 
Cheryl Bauerle 
406 Fairway Rd. 
Myrtle Beach, SC 29572 
 

Honorary 
Alex Holbert 
104 Sharon Ct. 
Conway, SC 29526 

2006-2009 
Midlands East 
Ute Anderson 
114 Ashley Hall Road 
Columbia, SC 29229 
 

At-Large 
Joyce Nielsen 
104 Buckingham Ave. 
Summerville, SC 29485 
 

At-Large 
Mark Shelley 
1629 LaGrand Rd. 
Columbia, SC  29223 
 

2004-2007 
Midlands West 
Roy Williams 
228 Pin Oak Drive 
Lexington, SC  29073 
 

PeeDee West 
Chris Heeringa 
455 Katydid St. 
Sumter, SC 29154 
 

At-Large 
Erik Drasgow 
117 Long Ridge Dr. 
Columbia, SC 29229 

At-Large 
Susie Tolson 
103 Thomas St. 
Bennettsville, SC  29512 
 

2003-2006 
Coastal West 
Denise Long 
982 Weathersbee Rd. 
Williston, SC  29853 
 

Piedmont West 
Denise Oxford 
402 Dove Tree Lane 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 

At-Large 
Beverly McCarty 
2105 Chancellory Ln. 
Charleston, SC 29414 
 

At-Large 
Susan DuRant 
SC Dept. of Education 
1429 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC  29201 

2005-2008 
Coastal East 
Denise Chastain 
145 Commons Way 
Goose Creek, SC 29445 
 

At-Large 
Piedmont East 
Susan Kastner 
103 Gail Dr. 
Mauldin, SC 29662 
 

At-Large 
Amy Weeks 
500 Gregory Rd. 
Aiken, SC 29805 
 

At-Large 
VACANT 
 
 

2006-2009 
PeeDee East 
Sarah Pope 
PO Box 50071 
Myrtle Beach, SC 29579 

2006 SCAS Board of Directors  


