
SOUTH CAROLINA AUTISM SOCIETY
Minutes

Board of Directors
January 17, 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT
Becky Hughes Renee Collins
Melissa Metts Chris Heeringa
Margaret Moore Alex Holbert
Susan Kastner Donna Jarrell
Joyce Nielsen Sarah Pope
Erik Norton Susie Tolson
Roy Williams Don Wouri
Mitchell Yell

STAFF PRESENT
Craig Stoxen, Executive Director

Call to Order
Roy Williams called the meeting to order at 10:14 am.  A quorum was declared.

Approval of Minutes
Joyce Nielsen made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mitchell Yell seconded the
motion. Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report
Mitchell Yell reported that our expenses are close to projected expenses. Our net loss is a little
over $20,000. The problem was there was a retroactive cut from DDSN. We did receive
$150,000 and another $100,000 in mid December. We hope to get the rest in May. 

Director's Report
Craig Stoxen reported that we are working on several grants. A national grant on Early
Intervention of Autism resulted in some good networking. In addition to this grant, we will be
applying for a training grant focusing on the transition from BabyNet to school. This grant is
limited to only 3 states per year, but could result in 30-40K. We also need to push for the PDD
waiver to continue. The state budget forecast is not good. There have been a lot of cuts with
more expected. The governor is proposing state restructuring. He wants to create an umbrella
agency that will include DDSN, Mental Health, Alcohol and Drug Rehabilitation, Public Health,
and Health and Human Services. 

DHEC is cutting ABA. Their argument is that federal law does not mandate this. 

We did not get the DDC council grant. Their reasoning was that it didn't prove systems change.
They did not even score the grant. They have re-issued the RFP with a few changes.



We are also working on another grant for more intensive Parent Training, modeled after the
program in Utah. Another grant being written is geared to school districts. 

Committee Reports
A. Legislative

a. LAC Audit – There were some good points. However, they quoted us without talking to us. 
b. State Budget Cuts – see above in Director's Report.

c. PDD Waiver – Our top priority is to get this funded again.
d. Autism Services Hearing – This went well for us, but not for DDSN. Senator

Dave Thomas is working on this.
e. State Restructuring – see above in Director's Report.

B. Consumer Review Panel
One visit has been set up for the Coastal region. Two are set for the Midlands region. Joyce
Nielsen is working to set up CTH in the Midlands and will be sending the committee members
forms and phone numbers needed for the visits. 

Old Business
A. 2009 Budget Update
The budget had to be revised due to the economy. Mitchell Yell made a motion to approve the
revised budget. Margaret Moore seconded the motion. Motion carried.

B. 2009 Strides Events
This event is being revamped a little this year. All board members are encouraged to participate.
People who cannot be present physically can stride virtually via the website.

C. ASA Update  
The southwest will be the pilot region but will exclude California. They have scaled back on
what they plan to do. At this point, their focus is on membership.

New Business
A. 2009 Proposed Goals
Craig Stoxen gave each board member a copy of the proposed goals and went over them. Joyce
Nielsen made a motion to accept the goals as written. Mitchell Yell seconded the motion. Motion
carried.

Executive Session
Erik Norton made a motion to go into executive session. Margaret Moore seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Joyce Nielsen made a motion to come out of executive session. Mitchell Yell seconded the
motion. Motion carried.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:26 pm.


