
SOUTH CAROLINA AUTISM SOCIETY 
Minutes 

Board of Directors 
October 3, 2008 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT     MEMBERS ABSENT 
Denise Chastain      Cheryl Bauerle 
Becky Hughes      Renee Collins 
Susan Kastner      Chris Heeringa 
Joyce Nielsen      Alex Holbert 
Susie Tolson      Margaret Moore 
Roy Williams      Melissa Metts 
        Erik Norton 
        Susan Pope 
        Mitch Yell 
STAFF PRESENT 
Craig Stoxen, Executive Director 
 
Call to Order 
Joyce Nielsen called the meeting to order at 4:34 pm.  A quorum was declared. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Roy Williams made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Denise Chastain seconded 
the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Craig Stoxen presented the report in Mitch Yell's absence. Revenue is way over budget and 
expenses are only slightly over budget.  A factor contributing to expenses is that we now have 
to pay utilities at the Myrtle Beach office because the building was sold. We may look into a 
new building next year because we are outgrowing the space.  
 
Director's Report 
Craig Stoxen reported that the government has asked agencies to show where a 10% cut 
would be made, if needed. The Legislature does not want to see an across the board cut. 
Craig is watching this and will keep us informed. 
The grant from the DD Council has not been funded yet. A meeting will be held later on this 
month. Craig thinks we will get the grant with a January 1 start date. 

The annual conference had a much better turnout than expected. 189 people were registered 
for Friday and 265 were registered for Saturday. Next year's conference will take place on 
October 8, 9, and 10. Presenters will include Mitch Yell, Sheila Wagner, and Dr. Roger 
Stevenson from Greenwood Genetics. 

Staff will not be receiving any Christmas bonuses or raises. In lieu, they will get paid time off.  



Committee Reports 
A. Legislative 
As mentioned before, the budget is a matter of concern. The change in the sales tax messed 
up the budget. This is shorting public schools, as well as SCAS. There is another problem 
concerning the property tax. Our goal is to keep programs in place. Craig Stoxen and Tim 
Conroy will meet with Governor Rex in December about our line item. 
 
B. Consumer Review Panel 
Joyce Nielsen will contact Daniel Davis and set up the visits.  
 
Old Business 
A. ASA Update 
ASA (Autism Society of America) plans to pilot a region and will only start with 
membership. On January 1, they will select a region, hire staff, and focus on membership. 
There was no discussion of shared revenue. 
 
New Business 
A. Set 2009 Meeting Dates 
The following dates were set for 2009 Board meetings: 
January 17-SCAS office-10:00 am 
May 16 – SCAS office – 10:00 am 
August 22 – SCAS office – 10:00 am 
October 9 – Columbia Conference Center – 4:00 pm 
 
B. 2009 Budget Discussions 
The budget is hard to project with all of the cuts. Craig will email us in early December. We 
may do an email vote or re-visit this at the January meeting. 
 
C. Executive Session 
Susie Tolson made a motion to go into executive session. Susan Kastner seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 
Roy Williams made a motion to come out of executive session. Susan Kastner seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
Susie Tolson made a motion to adjourn at 6:20 pm. Denise Chastain seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.  


