
 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA AUTISM SOCIETY 
Minutes 

Board of Directors 
August 16, 2008 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT     MEMBERS ABSENT 
Renee Collins       Cheryl Bauerle 
Becky Hughes       Denise Chastain 
Susan Kastner       Chris Heeringa 
Margaret Moore      Alex Holbert 
Joyce Nielsen       Melissa Metts 
Erik Norton       Sarah Pope 
Susie Tolson 
Roy Williams 
Mitch Yell-remote 
 
STAFF PRESENT      GUEST PRESENT 
Craig Stoxen, Executive Director    Ron Dozier 
 
 
Call to Order 
Joyce Nielsen called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m.. A quorum was declared. Roy Williams 
made a motion to amend the agenda to include nominations under Old Business. Margaret 
Moore seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Susan Kastner made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Margaret Moore seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 
 
ASA Relationship 
Craig Stoxen reported on the PowerPoint presentation he sent us earlier via email on points 
addressed during ASA workshop sessions. He presented us with a handout of the document. 
There will be a series of conference calls by region to ask questions about this. This will be 
followed by a meeting in Dallas. ASA plans to implement these points in one region this year 
and then in all regions next year. As a result, our membership fees will be more expensive. 
Although Craig and the board are more interested in an affiliate level membership, ASA is not 
willing to do this. At this time, we will take no action regarding this issue.  
 
Self Directed Support Corporation 
Ron Dozier from USC presented a very informative overview of Self Directed Support 
Corporation. After giving a historical background, he further explained how this works. He also 
told us that there is a link on the SCAS website to an outline of the process and how it works.   
 



 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
For details, refer to the printed Statement of Activity. As of July 31, 2008, we are $348.00 to the 
good. 
 
Director’s Report 
As of now, 10% is being held back from our line item. More cuts are probable, as well. 
Upcoming events that were unintentionally left out of the written director’s report include: 1) 
Becoming a Parent Trainer Workshop at SCAS office in collaboration with the South Carolina 
Assistive Technology Project; 2) Upstate Autism Forum in Simpsonville on September 13; 3) 
EarthFare Autism Awareness Day in Columbia and Greenville-they will donate 5% of that days’ 
sales; 4) The State Department of Education is working to officially use Autism Spectrum 
Disorder as the label in place of just Autism.; 5) A public hearing on the Community Options 
Waiver is coming up in September; 6) The term Person Centered Plan is now being called Life 
Planning by the state.  For more details, refer to the written director’s report 
 
Committee Reports 
A. Legislative 
As mentioned earlier, there are cuts being made to the budget and more are likely. 
 
B. Consumer Review Panel 
Joyce Nielsen reported that she will be setting up visits for the fall. 
 
Old Business 
A. 2008 Goals Update 
Craig sent this update to the board via email and provided a hard copy at the meeting. Some 
delayed events in the update were a result of financial concerns. Others were tasks that appeared 
simple, and were in fact, very complicated and will require more time. We were also given a 
handout for information on Dignity in Schools. SCAS supports this campaign (Positive Behavior 
for Effective Schools Act). 
 
B. Nominations 
Joyce Nielsen asked for possible nominations for our four vacancies. The upcoming slate will 
include Roy Williams-Chair, Erik Norton-Vice President, Becky Hughes-Secretary, Mitch Yell-
Treasurer, Margaret Moore-At Large. 
 
New Business 
A. Executive Session 
Susan Kastner made a motion to go into executive session. Margaret Moore seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 
Susan Kastner made a motion to come out of executive session. Mitch Yell seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
Mitch Yell made a motion to adjourn at 1:17 p.m. Renee Collins seconded. Motion carried.  


