
SOUTH CAROLINA AUTISM SOCIETY 
Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Board of Directors 
Columbia, SC 
March 5, 2005 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT 

 
Ute Anderson *Cheryl Bauerle 
Deanna Dickson *Denise Chastain 
Erik Drasgow Chris Herringa 
Susan Durant Drea Kithianis 
Alex Holbert *Denise Long 
Becky Hughes *Beverly McCarty 
Margaret Moore Denise Oxford 
Joyce Nielsen *Mary Pate 
Susie Tolson Mark Shelley 
Roy Williams *Amy Weeks 
Mitchell Yell  
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Craig Stoxen, Executive Director 
 
Call to order, introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 10:08 a.m. Each member introduced him/herself. 
 
DDSN Update 
Daniel Davis from the Autism Division presented the board with numbers being 
diagnosed with autism and numbers of those on waiting lists for services. Daniel 
preceded this by warning us that these numbers are very fluid. There are 2461 diagnosed 
with autism. This number does not reflect those diagnosed with PDD or Aspergers. The 
following numbers reflect those who are on a waiting list for consultation or in-home 
programming in each of the respective regions: 
 
Region Consultation In-Home Program 
Piedmont 7 17 
Midlands 20 28 
Pee Dee 15 0 
Coastal 13 9 
 
There is no Educational Specialist in the Pee Dee region. There are plans to hire one. The 
Educational Specialist for the Midlands region has also not yet been filled. 
 



Ute Anderson suggests training for students who wish to work with ABA programs. The 
possibility of this will be discussed at a later time. 
 
Daniel provided each board member with a handout on Autism Division Training 
Attendance over the last four years and Training Evaluations. Although overall 
attendance has decreased, the number of people being sent from the school system has 
remained consistent. 
 
A suggestion was made by Craig that parents’ rights be added as a facet of DDSN Parent 
Training. Another suggestion included how to navigate the DDSN system. 
 
In order to update training, Daniel stated that the evaluations played a part in this 
decision. They also send out a survey each year. They are also giving college credit 
and/or recertification credit to teachers who go through the training. 
 
Our next presentation from Daniel will be on consultation. We are to send questions to 
Margaret or Craig prior to our next meeting. 
 
Approval of minutes 
Roy Williams moved that the minutes of the January 15 board meeting be approved as 
changed, with Margaret Moore’s name being added to Midlands CRP under Committee 
Reports. Ute Anderson seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Mitchell Yell reported that revenues are down, but expenses are down as well. 
 
Director’s Report 
For details refer to the printed Presidents Board Report. 
Nine books have been sent to every county library system. Posters and bookmarks are in 
and will be sent soon. 
 
William Floyd is looking over the Employee Handbook. This will have to be approved by 
June. Joyce Nielsen moved that we approve the handbook pending legal review. Erik 
Drasgow seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Craig stated that we are looking for a part-time Service Coordinator for the Midlands. 
Horry County is up and running with Amy Grant as Service Coordinator. 
 
Committee Reports 
CRP-Joyce Nielsen reported that training was held this morning prior to the board 
meeting. She plans to set up visits at the beginning of April. 
 
Legislative – Craig Stoxen reported that our line item is secure, enabling us to continue 
the Parent-School Partnership program. 
 



 Concerning restructuring, many offices may be appointed instead of elected. Craig also 
expressed concern over House Bill 3025, which would change a child’s hitting a teacher 
from a misdemeanor to a felony. There is no caveat for special needs children. Craig will 
keep us posted on this bill. 
 
Disability Advocacy Day was a huge success with over 500 participants. 
 
Concern was expressed over the voucher system. The Governor is pushing it and a lot of 
money is coming in supporting it. People should be informed of the details of the voucher 
system. A suggestion was made to make the details available, so that we can, as 
concerned individuals, write letters to the editor concerning this issue.  
 
Old Business 
ASA – Craig has drafted a letter to ASA regarding communication between ASA and its 
chapters. This has been an issue for a long time. Although ASA does a lot, they do not 
communicate things to us, as a chapter. Alex Holbert suggested that the letter be cut to 
one page. A motion was made by Roy Williams to send the letter from the Chair and Co-
Chair after Craig’s revisions. Ute Anderson seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Board Attendance – A recommendation was made to draft a letter from the Chair and 
Co-Chair to absentee board members to enforce the attendance policy stated in the 
chapter by-laws. The letter will give them a choice to start attending meetings or resign. 
 
New Initiatives 
In regards to the Special Education research grants, Mitchell Yell will look at the RFP 
and let Craig know what is available. 
 
Concerning putting computers in residential homes, it was suggested that we look into 
businesses or organizations donating them. Ken Dickson, husband of board member 
Deanna Dickson, stated that he has information on an organization that does this. He will 
e-mail the information to Craig. 
 
There was a discussion of upcoming Autism Awareness Month activities, including the 
Fun in the Sun Golf Tournament and the Rolling for Autism Awareness Bowling Event. 
Craig provided a handout on all upcoming events. 
 
Susan Durant reported that the Special Education Teacher of the Year is a Preschool 
Children with Disabilites-Autism teacher. She is from Berkley County. 
 
We discussed shadows in church for children with autism.  
 
The next board meeting will be June 8, 2005 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:17 p.m. 


