SOUTH CARLOINA AUTISM SOCIETY
Minutes of the Meeting of the
Board of Directors
Columbia, SC
June 18, 2005

ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Ute Anderson

*Cheryl Bauerle

Denise Chastain

*Deanna Dickson

Chris Heeringa

*Erik Drasgow

Alex Holbert *Susan Durant
Becky Hughes Denise Long
Beverly McCarty Drea Kithianis
Margaret Moore *Mary Pate
Joyce Nielsen Mark Shelley
Denise Oxford Susie Tolson
Amy Weeks *Mitchell Yell

Roy Williams

STAFF PRESENT
Craig Stoxen, Executive Director

Call to order, introductions
Margaret Moore called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. The agenda will be amended to
have Lee Grossman speak after Daniel Davis.

DDSN Update

Daniel Davis from the Autism Division presented the board with a current number of
persons diagnosed with classic autism (this figure does not include the full spectrum).
There are presently 2840 presently diagnosed with autism in SC. He has also hired an in-
home support person in Florence. Daniel hopes to have the CARE clinic in Columbia up
and running by July/August. He has interviewed three people for the psychologist
position. He has advertised for the in-home support person. May Baird, a consultant for
Midlands, will retire at the end of July. Daniel will also be advertising to replace her
position. Daniel wants to limit the number of evaluations per month/per consultant to
two. The other evaluations could be done through the CARE clinics. He also wants to
increase the number of consultants through internal restructuring.

Joyce Nielsen asked if DDSN could employ people with autism.

Roy Williams asked if DDSN is contemplating a new waiver. Craig Stoxen helped
explain that this will basically be a MR waiver with more flexibility. However, this
waiver will not become available for two more years.




ASA CEO

Lee Grossman, President and CEO of the Autism Society of America gave a very
informative presentation. Today between 1 and 1.77 million people have an autism
spectrum disorder. 60 cases are diagnosed each day. 60-90 billion dollars are spent
annually. In ten years, the annual cost will be $300-400 billion. Other informative facts
were given regarding an Autism Treatment Network, a data source, and an autism
hotline.

Craig brought up concerns regarding better communication between ASA and local
chapters. Lee stated that the whole communications department has been reorganized.

Approval of minutes
Roy Williams moved to approve the minutes of the March 5 board meeting. Joyce
Nielsen seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report
Craig reported in Mitchell Yell’s absence. Revenue is down, but expenses are down even
more. The Verbal Behavior conference made about $7000 that is not shown in the report.

Director’s Report

For details refer to the printed Presidents Board Report.

In addition, a grant on puberty issues has been funded. Also, the autism books grant has
been funded for next year.

In reference to the T1 line, the costs should be $75-100 less per month. The conversion
will take place the end of July. There could be an interruption of services.

In place of breakout sessions on Saturday at the Annual Conference, Craig is looking into
a panel discussion consisting of 3 parent/child groups.

Committee Reports
CRP — Committees are in the process of arranging visits. Margaret and Ute have done
their visit.

Legislative — DDSN ended up receiving additional funds for the first time in 4 years. Our
line item has been approved.

Old Business
In reference to the letter sent out on board attendance, we might possibly receive one
resignation.

New Business

Transportation Analysis —Craig brought up the suggestion of purchasing a company car
to be used by himself/staff. Margaret, Alex, and Craig met to discuss and research. Chris
Heeringa made a motion to allow Craig to buy a vehicle. Denise Oxford seconded the



motion. Beverly McCarty amended the motion to expenditures up to $23,000.00. Motion
carried.

New Initiatives
Margaret encouraged the group to be thinking of board initiatives. She and Joyce are
thinking about a guardian ad litum initiative.

Adjournment
Joyce moved to adjourn. Chris seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 2:05
p.m.



