SOUTH CAROLINA AUTISM SOCIETY
Minutes of the Meeting of the
Board of Directors
Columbia, SC
January 15, 2005

ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT
Ute Anderson Erik Drasgow

Cheryl Bauerle Susan DuRant

Denise Chastain Denise Long

Deanna Dickson Drea Kithianis

Chris Heeringa Denise Oxford

Alex Holbert Mary Pate

Becky Hughes Mark Shelley

Beverly McCarty

Margaret Moore
Joyce Nielsen
Susie Tolson
Amy Weeks
Roy Williams
Mitchell Yell

STAFF PRESENT

Craig Stoxen, Executive Director

Call to order, quorum, introductions
The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. A quorum was declared. Each
member introduced him/herself.

DDSN Update
Daniel Davis from the Autism Division proposed that he meet with Margaret and

Craig two weeks prior to each board meeting in order to receive questions and be
able to prepare answers to those questions. Daniel also asked that we focus on one
facet of what Autism Division does at each board meeting. Margaret asked that
Daniel provide us with an outline of which topic we will cover each meeting, so
that board members may prepare questions specific to the topic. Today’s focus
will be Residential Services. Next meeting, we will focus on Training. Daniel
provided each board member with a handout on the structure of the Autism
Division. Daniel stated that the numbers on the last page of the handout would not
change. Daniel also stated that the CARE Center in Columbia still has a vacancy.
The residents of one of the Charleston residential houses have finally moved into
the new house. When asked how many residents have their Person Centered
Plans facilitated, Daniel answered that this was usually up to the parents. When



asked what happens when a resident moves, Daniel answered that a transition
plan is put into place for the resident.

Approval of minutes

Roy Williams moved that the minutes of the October 16 board meeting be
approved as changed. Susie Tolson seconded the motion. Roy Williams moved
that the minutes of the Annual Meeting be approved. Ute Anderson seconded the
motion.

Treasurer’s Report

A. 2004 Financial Report

Mitchell Yell reported that revenue is down, but so are expenses. We ended up
with about a $3000.00 surplus.

B. 2005 Budget

The budget is in a new format. Craig also gave us a copy of the breakdown of
each line. Susie Tolson made a motion to approve the 2005 Budget. Chris
Heeringa seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Director’s Report

For details refer to the printed Presidents Board Report. Craig believes that the
Governor’s restructuring is better this year. His only concern is the proposal to
combine DDSN with mental health, public health, and addiction services. This
model has not worked in neighboring states. This transition is not going to save
money.

The First Health Review turned out to be a paper work audit rather than a quality
of services audit. Craig is more interested in someone looking at the quality of our
services.

Craig reminded us that Disability Advocacy Day is coming up soon. We should
ask that all Maybank funds be restored and that the waiting list crisis be resolved.

In regards to the Quality Of Life Fund, several board members expressed concern
over the accountability of such a fund. A committee will be developed to draft
guidelines for the Quality of Life Fund. Some members suggested that the
committee split the fund into two parts: 1) Emergencies and 2) Quality of Life.
Ute Anderson, Roy Williams, and Beverly McCarty will form the committee and
present at the next board meeting.

Committee Reports

A. CRP - Joyce Nielsen asked for volunteers for Midlands and the Greenville
area. Margaret Moore, Ute Anderson, Roy Williams, and Becky Hughes will
serve in the Midlands. Deanna and Ken Dickson will serve in the Greenville
area. Beverly McCarty suggested that a flyer be created to recruit community
members to help serve on CRP.

B. Legislative — Craig stated that this was covered earlier in the meeting.




Old Business

A.ASA Changes — ASA hired former board chair, Lee Grossman, as the new
director. The new Chapter Relations person is also a former board member. The
ASA conference will be in Nashville this summer during July.

New Business

A. Mary Kay link to website

The board suggests that we redirect Ms. Valdepena to do this via her web page so
as not to show preference on our part.

New Initiatives

A. Brainstorming

Mitchell Yell informed us that through the re-authorization of IDEA, Special
Education research grants are available. The state will have to develop
partnerships in order to receive these grants. We need to suggest our offer to be a
partner with Susan DuRant and/or Tim Conroy as soon as possible.

Beverly McCarty suggested that we look at putting computers in residential
houses. Perhaps this could be funded through mini-grants.

Another concern raised was the possibility of an Alternative Diploma
(occupational). Right now some districts have this available. This should be made
available statewide.

The March Board Meeting has been moved to March 5, 2005. Those who plan to
serve on CRP should be at the meeting by 8:30 a.m.

Alex Holbert asked that each board member try to secure at least one sponsor for
the upcoming Golf Tournament in Myrtle Beach.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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