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South Carolina Autism Society
Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the

Board of Directors
Midlands Center, Columbia, S.C.

Saturday, January 27, 2001

ATTENDANCE

Board Members Present                              Board Members Absent                                      
Shirley Ballard                                             Tim Daugherty
Cheryl Bauerle                                             Maria Delgado                                                   
Ann Bishop                                                  Erik Drasgow
Denise Chastain                                           John Edwards
Michael Filippone                                        William Floyd
Alex Holbert                                                Gaye Hartley
Joyce Nielsen                                               Denise Long
Amy Weeks                                                  Beverly McCarty
                                                                      Denise Oxford
                                                                      Becky Shippy
                                                                      Mitchell Yell
SCAS Staff Present
Craig Stoxen, Executive Director

Guests Present
Don Fender, Director-Autism Division-DDSN
Phil Blevins, Administrator, Coastal Autism Division

Call to order, quorum
Vice President Amy Weeks called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  A quorum was declared.

Approval of Agenda
Amy Weeks requested changes in the agenda as follows:
Add Society Website Report – Denise Chastain.  Joyce Nielsen moved, Denise  Chastain
seconded, motion carried.

Autism Division Report- Don Fender
A- Budget Cuts – In order to address the possible 15%  across the board budget cuts
announced by the governor DDSN/AD will attempt to make adjustments in areas that will not
impact current direct services to clients.  
    1.  Waiver Slots – will freeze 16 waiver slots keeping 2 in each region for emergency
          needs.  Keep $50,000 of money not spent available for one-time family support.
    2. Rehabilitative Support Services – Funds will be frozen for the remainder of the year.
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    3. Residential Services – Freeze further services except for critical needs.
    4. Camp Good Times – applications will be sent with a statement stating “pending                  
                        budget cut situation”.
All of the above will be implemented only as is deemed necessary when state allocations are
finalized.

B. Supported Living and Employment Services
See print-out for details on the number of clients involved in supported living and employment
services through the Autism Division.

Approval of Minutes
Joyce Nielsen moved and Denise Chastain seconded that minutes be approved as printed. 
Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report- Craig Stoxen
     1. Presentation of 2000 budget report  
     2. Presentation of 2001 proposed budget
     3. Discussion of ABA Doctoral Program through USC.  The Society would budget
$19,000 for this program.  Michael Filippone made a motion as follows:  that we approve the
budget as presented with a provision that monies allocated for the USC project would be
reduced on a prorata basis should the Society budget be negatively impacted by state budget
cuts.  Joyce Nielsen seconded.  Motion carried.

Director’s Report – Craig Stoxen
See printed Director’s Report for details on the following:
      1.  Palmetto Housing Options
      2.  Legislative Update
      3.  Disability Advocacy Day
      4.  Golf Tournament
      5.  Parent School Partnership
      6.  30th Aniversary Celebration
      7  .National Autism Awareness Rally – DC
      8.  Annual Campaign
      9.  Employee Benefits
     10  Developmental Disability Council Grant Application
     11  Letter to S.C. Director of Special Education, Susan DuRant from Viola Bazzani,      
NBPTS, concerning DMP  (defined minimum program).  Craig will follow-up on this item.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
Conference Committee- Craig Stoxen
Oct. 12-13 – Adam’s Mark-Keynote speakers have been confirmed.  Now enlisting
presenters for theme “Perspectives in Autism”

Monitoring Committee- Ann Bishop
The committee met on Oct. 14 to evaluate the accomplishments of the CRP for the year 1999-
2000.  Another meeting was held on Oct. 30 with Don Fender and Daniel Davis for further
evaluation.  This meeting was attended by Joyce Nielsen, Ann Bishop, Craig Stoxen.  The
following items were addressed:
          1. Some helpful guidelines were established to bring “closure”to each year of     activity
by the CRP.
          2.  Discussed Incentive Plan to encourage improved performance by direct care- givers
in residences.  The committee will work together with the Autism Division to implement the
incentive plan.

3. Examined a printed Standard for Training document for training direct caregivers. 
This item will be addressed by the Monitoring Committee.

The CRP is currently making the first visits for the year 2001 in all regions.

Legislative Committee-Craig Stoxen
Addressed in Director’s Report

Fundraising Committee-Craig Stoxen
The drawing will be postponed one week.  Shirts will be ordered

Website- Denise Chastain
Denise continues to update and improve the website.

OLD BUSINESS
        1. Employee Benefit Plan – Deferred Compensation
        2. Employee Handbook
Discussed these items as printed in the handbook.  Joyce Nielsen made a motion as follows: 
that we approve the amended Employee Handbook as prsented with an added statement under
“travel” which says, “all travel plans, when possible, will be made through the office”.  The
motion to approve the amended Employee Handbook was seconded by Shirley Ballard. 
Motion carried.
        3. .Joyce Nielsen made a motion that we approve for the Executive Director the amount
of $300.00 per month to be used for deferred compensation in order to purchase specific
benefits of his choice.  Cheryl Baurele seconded.  Motion carried.
         4.  Motorcycle Ride – Craig Stoxen
Craig said that after checking on details it is not feasible to have the ride activity on Parson
Street.  Amy Weeks will contact T. Wayne Johnson to make other arrangements.
         5.  Spring Retreat – Craig Stoxen
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March 24 – Mills House – 10:00-3:00.  Craig will explore the possibility of bringing in a
facilitator so that he can participate in the retreat discussions.
                                                                                                                                                 
       
NEW BUSINESS
          1.  National Autism Awareness Rally in DC
               Already addressed in Director’s Report
           2.  Policy on promoting other conferences.
After discussion the following policy was stated:  The board agrees that we will not use our
resources for promoting activities of other organizations.  We will announce selected events
through the Newsletter, Website and the Forum.

            3.  30th Anniversary Celebration
                 Plans are under way – possibly March 27, Charleston

Adjournment
Denise Chastain moved, Alex Holbert seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 2:17 p.m. 
Motion carried

_________________________________        __________________________________
Amy Weeks, Vice President                              Ann Bishop, Secretary


